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Public Comments Requested  
Reconstruction of Forest Roads 807 and 879 

 

 (Saratoga, Wyo., October 4, 2010) – The Forest Service is seeking public comments on a 

proposal to reconstruct and gravel roughly 4.0 miles of National Forest System Road (NFSR) 

807, also known as the Battle Creek Road, and 1.0 miles of NFSR 879.  These roads are located 

approximately 20 miles southwest of Encampment, Wyoming, south of the Battle Highway 

(Highway 70), on the Sierra Madre Mountain Range of the Brush Creek/Hayden Ranger District. 

National Forest System Roads 807 and 879 provide access to over 30,000 acres of 

National Forest System lands, Bureau of Land Management Lands, and State of Wyoming lands.  

During wet periods these roads become slick and impassable due to the high clay content of the 

soils.  Beaver activity further compounds the problem by causing area flooding.  “People who 

do try and get through either get stuck and have to be pulled out or they create ruts, road 

braids, and other resource damage,” said Steve Best, Brush Creek/Hayden District Ranger. 

“Our goal is to redesign and resurface the roads so that we can provide safe, year-round access 

to the public and reduce impacts to area resources.”  

The Forest Service proposes to remedy existing roadway deficiencies by reconstructing 

and graveling the segment of NFSR 807 located between the Battle Creek Campground and its 

intersection with NFSR 851 (4.0 miles).  The District would also raise road segments located in 

low wetland areas between the campground and the Battle Creek Bridge to reduce future 

flooding potential.  Road work on NFSR 879 would consist of reconstructing existing drainage 

features, constructing three new drainage features, and surface graveling.   

Gravel hauling would be necessary for project implementation and would require either 

reinforcing the Battle Creek Bridge or constructing a ford crossing across Battle Creek just 

downstream of the existing bridge.   The Forest Service would analyze both proposals to 

determine the environmental effects before a decision is made.   
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The Forest Service is encouraging interested people to submit comments on the 

proposed road reconstruction project during the 30-day formal comment period required by 36 

CFR Part 215.6.  This period will begin the day after a legal notice announcing the initiation of 

the comment period is published in the Rawlins Daily Times.  Those who provide timely 

comments will be eligible to appeal the decision pursuant to 36 CFR Part 215.13.  This formal 

comment period represents the only opportunity for the public to comment on the proposal 

before a decision is issued.  

More detailed information about the proposal is located on the Forest Service’s website 

at:  http://fs.usda.gov/goto/mbr/projects.  For more information, please contact Melissa 

Martin, project leader, at (307) 745-2371.   
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